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1 n common inftances of mortality, when a Father i or 
a Friend returns to duft, we do not take our final adieu, 
though the funeral rites be accomplifhed. Grief firfl: ad- 
mits, then invites confolation, from converfing on the 
lives of the deceafed : a recapitulation of their virtues 
and of their meritorious actions is like Oflian^s mufic, at 
once, " pleafant and mournful to the foul/' 

When the Father of his Country .$ when a Nations 
Friend defcends to the Grave, it is fit that public com- 
memorations fhould mingle with private condolence ; that 
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we fhould frequently reeal to view his revered image, and 
repeat our votive honors to him, who^ was never weary in 
contributing to our happinefs. 

With fuch impreffions, my literary Fathers and 
Friends, you have appointed this folemn meeting : with 
fuch impreflions only, could I prevail upon myfelf to at- 
tempt the talky which it has been your pleafure to affign 
to me. 

Death has frequently taken a diftinguifhed vi&irn 
from the circle of your affociation. You have mourn- 
ed the lofs of the venerable Bowdoin, your rever- 
ed prefident, your liberal patron, the friend and pro- 
moter of all that was excellent and pure: the public 
fpirited, the munificent Hancock: the claflieal, elo- 
quent Cooper: Clarke, in w T hom fhone forth all the 
Beauties of Holinefs, whofe pious lips were " wet with 
Caftalian Dews :" Belknap, learned, devout, and unaf- 
fected, worthy of being the biographer of Washington : 
Sumn er, the cherifhed Ornament of the Commonwealth : 
to thefe, and many more of your beloved and refpe&ed 
afTociates you have bidden a fad farewel : they are remov- 
ed from your pleafant meetings to the cold and fiient man- 
sions of the Grave. This day you lament the lofs of one, 
who was not indeed an* attendant at your literary inter- 
views ; but who was ftill moft dear: whofe benign and 
happy influences .travelled to their objed, unimpeded 
by diftance, like the mild and fteady beams of planetary 
light 

" Thou fleepeft the fleep of Death, but we are not 
" unmindful of thee ! Achilles : m life and in death, 
thou art equally the object of our regard and veneration." 
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Thus fang the Grecian Bard, to footh the fhade of a 
Hero : with like affectionate reverence, with pious fenfi- 
bilities, do w r e cherifh thy memory, departed Washington, 
and pay repeated vifits to thy Tomb. 

In contemplating a life, whole maturer portion was 
fo fingularly fplendent, we are naturally prompted to look 
back to its commencement. Correfponding to that con- 
fiftency of charafter, by which he was diftinguifhed, 
marks of fuperiority are imprinted on the very threfhold 
of his days. 

In the early dawn of manhood, delicate and im- 
portant public duties were committed to his charge. Then 
appeared fome of thofe heroic virtues, that prefaged his 
future greatnefs. Unlhaken fortitude, firm perfeverance, 
and found difcretion. Behold the intrepid meffenger pur- 
fuing his wtary way through a pathlefs wildernefs. The 
affaults of the favage do not intimidate him : the feveri- 
ties of w T inter do not arreft his progrefs. He returns 
in fafety and in honor :: though Gallic artifice flrewed 
his way with thorns : though the waters of the Allegany 
had well nigh extinguished his valued life, when their im- 
petuous current rolled over his youthful head.* Illuftrious 
Man, then, as in all thy life,, the confeious fatisfa&ion 
refulting from a faithful difcharge of duty, was thy fuffi- 
cient, thy beft reward;, but how might it have cheered 
thy exalted fpirit to have known* that far beyond the 
limits of thy long arifd arduous journey fhould extend an 

* See his Jp RK al, publifted in* the Maffachufetts Magazine* 1789 , 
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Empire, which fhould acknowledge thee, as the moft 
diftinguifhed inftrument of its eftabliihment. 

The fame memorable ground next becomes the the- 
atre of his military achievements •, and at the early age 
of twenty-feven, he has attracted the admiration of his 
Country and retired to his beloved refidence, with public 
teftimonials of their approbation and regard. 

Agricultural employments, domeftic endearments, 
and the difcharge of civic trufts dignify and adorn the 
next fifteen years of his interefting life. But not thefe 
alone. In that calm interval, when common minds might 
have been corrupted by indulgence, or benumbed with 
fatiety, the fuperior mind of Washington was improving 
under the wholefome regimen of fyftematic difcipline. 
Faithful to the high obligations of truth and duty, faithful 
to himfelf, he ftudied the various relations, that bind the 
man and the citizen, and, in the fhade of peace and re- 
tirement, prefcribed to himfelf thofe rules and maxims of 
condud, on which was reared the lofty edifice of his 
fame. 

With corredt and extenfive views of the rights and 
interefts of his country ; with lively fenfibilities, when 
they were invaded or endangered, he had a juft titlb to 
the high honor of convening with that illuftrious band of 
patriots and civilians, who compofed the firft national 
Council of United America. By that Council, faithful 
and intelligent, deeply imprefTed with the mighty interefts 
mtrufted to their care, and well apprized that the fate of 
their Country depended on their choice, he is unanimoufty 
appointed, to- command the feeble armies of an oppreffed 
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people, againft the veteran arms of the firft European 
power. He fuffers himfelf to be .advanced to that 
u painful pre-eminence," though his ftrong and compre- 
henfive mind could not have been unmindful of the vaft 
" fea of troubles," on which he was embarking. 

With a lefs correct fenfe of public duty, he might 
have urged many claims to avoid the ponderous talk ; 
and in a dubious conteft, multitudes from political opin- 
ion, and many, from an indulgent regard to an opulent and 
diftinguifhed citizen, would have dignified the cautious 
decifion, with the name of wifdom. He liftens to nofuch 
unworthy fuggeftion. He takes counfel with himfelf — 
He obeys the call of his Country — He haftens to the fcene 
of adion ; and at no period, perhaps, does his conduit 
appear more elevated and interefting, than at that im- 
preflive moment, when he placed himfelf at the head of 
his applauded band of undisciplined husbandmen, on yonder 
claflie plains. 

The purity and magnanimity, manifested by the 
acceptance of that arduous truft, taught his admiring 
country to expe&> with firm reliance, that, with thofe 
hopeful pledges, were aflbciated all the protecting train 
of martial and of manly virtues. 

Those animating hopes were completely realized* 
Modelled by his great example, the camp became a fchodl 
of virtue, as well as of military fcience. There were 
feen unfhaken fidelity ; unfullied honor 5 humane and 
fecial fympathies 5 pure love of country; refpeft for the 
snagiftracy, and reverence for the laws. He fuftained 
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the ftandard of American Liberty with energies fuited to 
her character : tempering authority with mildnefs, bravery 

with difcretion. -Intrepid in danger, clement in victory, 

undifmayed by difafter, he bore the precious depofit 
through a long and perilous conflid, animated by the ap- 
plaufes of a grateful country and the admiration of the 
World. 

The eventful occurrences, that developed his talents 
and his virtues, are too deeply impreffed upon the mem- 
ory of thofe whom I addrefs, to require a repetition. 
They w r ere ftrongly affociated with all you held moll dear. 
Revolving years, life's multiplied concerns, a long and 
happy participation of fucceeding peace and profperity, 
have not effaced them from your remembrance. And ye, 
ingenuous Youth, whofe exiftence commenced in the 
Age of Washington^ who have feen only his fetting 
fun, in the mirror of hiftory you will behold the bright 
reflection of his meridian beams. You will learn of your 
revered fires, how they were animated by their benign 
and cheering influence. Afk of thofe who bare you : they 
will tell you, how his guardian form difpelled diftrefllng 
terrors, and proteded by his arm, with what calm com- 
placence they watched your infant flumbers. 

The elevated fentiments and the expanded views, 
which infpired the mind of every adtive citizen, during 
the memorable conteft for Liberty and Independence, were 
not fatisfied with the firm purfuit, or the affured profpedt 
of thofe interesting objetfs. During a ftruggle for poli- 
tical exiftence, you ftudied the liberal embellifhments of 
a ftate, and like Pliny on Vesuvius, attended to the 



EULOGY ON GENERAL WASHINGTON. II 

purfuits of Science, undifmayed by the thunder and the 
itorm, by which you were aflailed. This literary eftab- 
lifhment was a child of the revolution. Europe beheld 
it with admiration. The friends of America contemplated 
it with delight. They considered it as affording renewed 
evidence, that you were refolved on the attainment of 
Freedom, and were worthy of its enjoyment 

The illuftrious Man, whofe lofs we now deplore, wa's' 
among the firft: of your eleded affociates. It was a time 
of multiplied calamities. The military operations of the 
enemy were to be oppofed in five different ftates of -the 
union. A mind occupied with fuch immenfe concerns, 
could not be expeded to apply itfelf to the immediate 
objeds of your inftitution. Yet he accepts your invitation ; 
looking forward, doubtlefs, to the happier days, when 
the arts of peace fhould fucceed the horrors of war. » As 
the firft among the public characters of the age ; as the 
pride and defence of your country, he was entitled to 
the earlieft and moft refpedful expreflions of your atten- 
tion : but he was your afTociate by ftill more appropriate 
characters* by difpofitions and accomplifhments, altogether 
congenial to the nature and end of your inftitution. 

It is among the declared objeds of your inquiry, to 
examine the various foils of the country, to afcertain 
their natural growths and the different methods of cul- 
ture : to promote and encourage agriculture, arts, man- 
ufadures and commerce : to cultivate the knowledge of 
the natural hiftory of the country, and to determine 
theufes, to which its various produdions may be ap- 
plied;. 
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Pursuits of this nature always commanded his 
attention, and to fome of therrr he was peculiarly at-* 
tached. They were frequently the topic of his converfa- 
tion, and the fubjed of his correfpondence, with ingen- 
ious and public fpirited men, in different parts of the 
world. 

With a mind well-fitted to acquire juft concep- 
tions on any fubjeft* to which his attention was di~ 
reded, he would, I am perfuaded, have been diftin- 
guifhed in the abftrufer branches of fcience, if the courfe 
of life, which he had chofen, or to which he was im- 
pelled, had not been incompatible with the purfuit. Ii* 
patient inveftigation, unwearied afliduity, and fyftema- 
tic arrangement, he was excelled by none. The uni- 
form fuccefs, which attended his operations in military 
and political life, evinces great folidity of judgment; 
and he, who could produce fueh corred and prpfper- 
ous refults, in the great affairs of a nation, fb liable to 
be defeated or impeded, by the ever varying humours 
and prejudices of men, with like application, might 
have been equally diftipguifhedt in, the ft^dyi regies* of 
fcience, whofe permanent relations and; connected truths, 
never fail to difclofe themfelves to induftripus refearch and 
attentive contemplation. 

But though amaa of contemplative habits^ he was 
ftill more fitted for a£tion« It became neceffary for the 
repofe and happinefs of his country, that he fhould leayje 
the asylum of his declining jy&irs. Obedient to that voice^ 
which he could never hear but with veneration and love % 
he exchanges a retreat which he had chofen with th& 
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fondest predilection, for the anxieties and toils of political 
elevation. How was he honored in the raidft of the peo- 
ple, in coming forth from the fhades of his retirement. 
" He was as the morning ftar in the midft of a cloud ; 
" and as the moon at the full \ as the sun, fhining upon 
u the temple of the most high ; and as the rainbow, 
" giving light in the bright cloud. 5 '* — 

The duties of an employment, which is accepted 
with relu&ance, are frequently difcharged with fymp- 
toms of wearinefs or difguft: but he engaged in the 
multiplied labours of his new and arduous ftatioti, as if 
it were the fond objed of his choice ; and though en- 
joying a weight of chara&er, which would peculiarly fa- 
cilitate his meafures, yet he difcovered a laudable folici- 
tude j that they Ihould poffefs an intrinfic propriety, and 
conduced himfelf with as much caution and circum- 
fpe£tion, as if he were for the fkft time a candidate 
for public favour. 

The intorefting ob^e€ts of his care, and their direct 
and intimate connexion with, the folid intereft and perman- 
ent welfare of his country were Indeed congenial to the 
beft wifhes of his heart, and fitted to relieve the una- 
voidable folicitudes of his ftation. To regard with com- 
prehenfive and equal eye the great affemblage of com- 
munities* and interefts over which he prefided : td iet- 
tle pure and folid foundations of national policy, con- 
fident with the eternal rules- of order and right which 
Heaven has* ordained : to eftablifh public credit: to 
revive mutual confidence: to introduce with the native 
tiite&oikAhfc frontiers, a fyitemr, corresponding with the 

* v ECCLESIASTieUS 9 
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mild principles of religion and philanthropy : to provide 
for the national fecurity, by fuitable military eftablifh- 
ments : to found the fafety of the United States, on 
the bafis of fyftematic and folid arrangement : to guard 
againft infractions of the laws of nations : to main- 
tain a friendly intercourfe with foreign powers : to 
exhibit that liability and wifdom in the public counfels, 
which fhould be a juft ground of public confidence : to 
adopt meafures for the accomplishment of our duties to 
the reft of the world, and create a capacity of exading 
from them the difcharge of their duties towards us : 
to maintain to the United States their due rank among 
the nations of the Earth ; to vindicate the majefly of 
the laws, againft violence and infurredion : to turn 
the machinations of the wicked to the confirming of the 
conftitution : to extinguifh the caufes of external differences, 
on terms compatible with national rights and national 
honor : to mingle in the operations of government every 
degree of moderation and tendernefs, which national 
juftice, dignity and fafety might permit, and to exemplify 
the pre-eminence of a free government, by all the attri- 
butes, which might win the affedions of its citizens and 
command the refped of the world.* — Thefe were the 
momentous purfuits, which occupied his elevated mind, 
and engaged his warmeft affedions: for thefe purpofes, 
he invited the aid and co-operation of the enlightened 
counfels of the Union j and, in fpite of the petulance 
of oppofition, or the efFufions of fadion, his profperous 

* See Washington's Speeches to Congrefs, from which the above 
fummary of his presidential purfuits is felefted, with little variation fromhis 
own impreffive language* 
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country and its grateful inhabitants, will teftify that 
they have been accomplished. 

With views and occupations, fo comprehend ve 
and elevated, he did not lofe light of Learning and of the 
Arts. " There is nothing/' faid he, (in his addrefs to 
the firft congrefs) " that can better deferve your attentive 
" patronage, than the promotion of Science and Literature. 
" Knowledge is in every country, the fureft bafis of public 
" happinefs. In one, in which the meafures of government 
" receive their impreffion fo immediately from the fenfe of 
" the community, it is proportionably effential. ,, To the 
Truftees and Faculty of the Univerfity of Pennfylvania, 
in reply to their refpe&ful addrefs, he acknowledges 
himfelf gratified in being considered, by the patrons of 
literature, as one of their number ; being fully apprized 
of the influence which sound learning has on religion and 
manners, on government \ liberty and laws ; and expreffing 
his confidence that the same unremitting exertions , which 
under all the blasting storms of war, caused the arts and 
sciences to flourish in America, would bring them nearer to 
maturity, when invigorated by the milder rays of peace. To 
the Univerfity of Harvard, he communicates his sincere 
satisfaction in learning the flourishing state of their literary 
republic. Unacquainted, he adds, with the expression of 
sentiments which I do not feel, you will do me justice in 
believing, confidently, in my disposition to promote the inte- 
rests of science and true religion. 

His clofing addrefs to Congrefs is enriched with 
like paternal fentiments ; and at a more fblemn moment, 
when completing the laft arrangement of his terreftrial 
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concerns, he makes careful provifion for a literary 
eftablifhrnent which he had before emphatically recom- 
mended 3 appropriating to the inftitution of a National 
University a very liberal donation, which his native 
ftate, as an expreffion of their grateful fenfe of his 
fcrvices, had placed at his difpofal. 4 

These expreffions of his fentiments and views 
indicate the chara&er, which he would probably prefer to 
fuftain. Not merely that of a warrior, or ftatefman ; buc 
as the enlightened friend of man, and all his beft en- 
joyments : the advocate of religion : the fupporter of 
virtue: and, to adopt the language of your charter, 
the cultivator or patron of " every art and fcience which 
" may tend to advance the intereft, dignity and happinefs 
" of a free, independent and virtuous people." 

The artift who executed the ftatue which adorns 
the capital of Virginia, had juft conceptions of the moll 
appropriate character and attitude. Its fimple costume, is 
well adapted to defignate the founder and defender of 
American Liberty : the prote&or of agriculture : the 
reprefeatative of a happy and peaceful nation.* 

It would require little aid from the imagination, to 
render the fignificant emblem of your fociety an apt 
memorial of your late ilkftrious affociate. Let Min er v a, 
with the fpear and fhield, reprefent his venerable form. 
The implements of hufbandry, the hill crowned with 
oaks, and the field of native grain, indicate his favorite 
employment. The rifing city, the inftruments of phi- 
lofophy, the approaching fhip, and the fun above the 
cloud, are lively images of the benign and happy influ- 
* Anecdotes-©f the Sculptor Houdon. Month. Mag, Sept 1798. 
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ence of his life, on commerce and the arts, and the 
advancing greatnefs of his country. 

While contemplating the charafler of Washington, 
in a literary point of view, I muft not omit to confider 
his nyle. It is diftinguifned for purity, propriety, and 
preciiion ; and fome of the moll correcl philologilts have 
pronounced, that moil of the qualities of a good Ityle 
are united in his compositions. In his letters he is plain : 
in his public addreffes elegant : in all he is corred, 
expreffing in a fmall compafs his clear conceptions, with- 
out tirefome verbofity, or any parade of ornament. In 
attending to what has fallen from his pen, the connexion 
between modes of thinking and writing ; between cha- 
racter and composition is apparent. His writings are 
marked with the ftrong and pleafmg features of fincerity, 
Simplicity and dignity. 

It is the complaint of Livr, that eulogies, though 
an ufeful incitement to great and virtuous actions, tend 
to corrupt the truth of hiftory. In this regard, I have 
no apprehenfions. I have afcribed no excellencies to the 
elevated chara&er, which I have attempted to iketch, 
that you are not witneffes he pollened: but I fenfibly 
feel, how imperfect will be the pidure, which I Shall 
have exhibited. With great fincerity, Shall I adopt the 
suspensive inscription of the Grecian artifts, expreffing 
that they were employed in the execution of fuch a 
ftatue or pidure, rather than that they had in any degree 
finished it *. 

♦Harris's Hermes, 
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An admired writer, fpeaking of the cafual refern- 
blances of perfons and things, obferves that in the. revo- 
lution of ages, the wheels of Fortune, will after a 
long interval run in the fame track. I addrefs myfelf to 
men, to whom the tranfadions of paft ages are familiar, 
who have been accuftomed to examine and to eftimate 
the fplendid charaders that have attraded the attention 
of the w T orld. Permit me to inquire if you have found 
the man, who in merit and in fame, in all the genuine 
ingredients of true glory and folid happinefs, can be 
compared w r ith our lamented Chief. 

That rafhnefs and excefs, which tarnilh the fame 
of Macedonia s Madman dtnd the Swede , appear in many 
of the heroes of ancient and modern ftory . Some 
unworthy propensity, or fome unhappy error is perceived 
amidft all the effulgence of their glory. Pompey could 
win the affedions of the fenate and the people of Rome, 
by difbanding his vidorious armies and reaffuming the 
humble air and deportment of a private citizen: but 
he could alfo defcend to corrupt the people with iftoney ■; 
to employ the vileft citizens to Smbarrals the rtiagiftrates 
in the execution of their fundions, that his interposition 
might be rendered neceffary by comrribtion : verifying 
the jufiice of the remark, that he could not refblv^ to 
ufurp pow T er, but would have been glad to have had 
it tendered to him as a gift **. 

The celebrated reign of the philolbphic. emperor 
Marcus Antoninus is clouded by the indifcreet adbjptioh 
of Commodus, and his too great indulgence of the 
*■- Monte% Grand. & Bec^d. &c. 
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infamous Faustina ; by the elevation of her lovers 
to pofts of honor; by decreeing her deification, and 
requiring the youth of Rome to pay their vows before 
her altars. 

To the firft Peter of Ruffia, the title of Great 
has been more permanent, than in moft inftances, in 
which it has been affumed or beftowed: but we are 
fhocked at the recorded inftances of his cruelties, and he 
is quoted by a celebrated theorift,* to exemplify the 
exiftence of public fpirit, without the fpirit of huma- 
nity. 

Victor Amadeus, with apparent magnanimity, 
refigned his crown to his fon, and fought the placid 
enjoyments of privacy and retreat. But his retirement 
became irkfome to him : he languifhed for the re- 
enjoyment of power, caballed againft his fon and ended 
his days in a prifon. 

A Lows xiv, and a Frederic, with all the fplen- 
dor of their lives, died without exciting any regrets : 
arfd a Marlborough, famed for his confummate prud- 
ence, as well as for his military achievements, was 
accufed of the meannefs of avarice, and of protra&ing 
a fanguinary war for the enlargement of property and 
power. 

If I were to fele£l the chara&er, among the great 
men of antiquity, exhibiting the neareft refemblance 
to Washington, it would be Timoleon •, memorable 
for the defence and deliverance of Sicily y from exter- 
nal and internal foes; for the eftablifhment of civility 
and order ; and for the quiet enjoyment, to a revered 

* Adam Smith's Theory of Moral Sentiments.. 
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and honorable old age, of the rewards of his virtuous 
labors, in the bofom of a grateful people. To that de- 
gree did he enjoy the affeftion of the Sicilians, fays his 
biographer, that no war feemed concluded, no laws 
enaded, no political regulation made in a proper man- 
ner, unlefs revifed and touched by him. He was the 
mafter-builder who put the laft hand to the work, and 
beftowed upon it a happy elegance and perfe&ion ; 
though at that time Greece boafted a number of ;great 
men, whofe achievements were highly diftingiriihed. 

TlMOTHEUSjAGESILAUS^PELOPIDASandEPAMINONBAS., 

(the laft of whom Timoleon principally vied with in 
the race of glory) yet in this they differ from Timoleon, 
that we difcover in their actions a certain labor and 
effort w 7 hich diminifhes their luftre, and fome of them 
aftordedroom for centre, and were followed by repent- 
ance or remorfe. 

His trophies coft his fellow citizens Ho tears, nor 
put any of them in mourning; and yet, in lefs than 
eight years he delivered Sicily from its inteftine miferies 
and diftempers, and reftored it to the native inhabitants. 
His military labors finifhed, he returned to Syracuse, 
and laid down his xommand ; excufing himfelf to the 
people from any further fervice, as he had brought their 
affairs to a happy conclusion. His old age was cherifhed, 
as that of a common father. He died of a flight illnefs, 
co-operating with length .of years. His funeral was 
attended by many thoufands of men and women, crowned 
with garlands, and clothed in white. The lamentations 
singled with the praifes of the deceafed, evinced that 
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the honors paid him was not a matter of courfe, or in 
compliance with a duty enjoined, but the teftimony 
of real forrow and fincere affeftion *. 

In this defcription, the analogy, which I have 
fuggefted is apparent. In other particulars, there is no 
refemblance. Timoleon w r as a foreigner in Sicily. 
Washington had the fupreme fatisfa&ion of imbibing 
and difplaying all his virtues and talents, in his own 
beloved country. As if to exemplify his own fage 
refle&ibns upon the inexpediency of foreign education 
and accomplifliments for an American citizen, he like 

" The tall maft that tears our Flag on: high, 

" Grew in OUR soil and ripen'd in our sky. 53 t 

Timoleon was long wretched* if not guilty in 
the death of his brother, and was a prey to forrow and 
remorfe for the fpace of twenty years. No baleful 
domeftic occurrence darkened the days of Washington. 
Troubles and anxieties* infeparable from the cup of life, 
doubtlefs affailedhimj but thofe he* fuftained with dig* 
nity and equanimity, 

Timoleon was cenfbrable jncaufing the condemna- 
tion and the death of the wife and daughter of Icetas. 

The tender fympathies of humanity were always 
cherifhed in the breaft o£ Washington; and in a war 
peculiarly tending to kindle and inflame the human 
paflions, he is chargeable with no inftance of cruelty or 
revenge* 

* Plutarch's Life of Timoleon^ 
+ J, Allen's Poems* 
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TiMOLEON was v blind and helplefs in his old age, 
and the refped with which he was regarded was mingled 
with pity ^ reminding us of Lucan's image of an aged 
tree, "calling a fhade only by its trunk. The declining 
years of Washington were without apparent decay. He 
feemed like the mountain oiak ; and to the laft, we 
looked for fhelter beneath its branches, againft the im- 
pending ftorm. 

In ftudyingthe chara&er of Washington, we cannot 
refrain inquiring, by what principles or motives he was 
thus uniformly fvvayed to the practice of virtue and the 
fteady purfuit of excellence. Much doubtlefs was due 
to his habitual refpedl for the approbation and efteem of 
his fellow citizens : and in attributing the formation of 
his charader and fame, in any degree, to this fource, 
w T e pay a juft tribute to his countrymen, a tribute, which 
he Was ever prompt to beftow. It was owing to their 
steady and strenuous support, he acknowledges, that he 
did not sink under the oppression which occasionally aflailed 
him. " Pofterity," faid he, " will regard with admiration 
" and gratitude the patience, perfeverance, and valor, 
" which achieved our revolution : they will cherifh the 
cc remembrance of virtues, which had but few parallels 
" in former times, and which will add new Iuftre to the 
€( moft fplendid pages of hiftory*./' — On fuch expreffions, 
he appears to dwell with delight. Thus did Ptrrhus 
acknowledge his obligations to the Epirots, when honored 
by them with the name of the Eagle. If I am anEAGLE^ 

# Answer to the People of South Carolina, 1790. 
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faid he, it is upon your arms — upon jour wings that I have 
risen. 

To this motive was added that delicate and refined 
moral sense, which is the guardian and protedrefs 
of all the virtues : which forbids committing any thing 
bafe or unworthy ; any thing unbecoming the dignity 
of man, a due reverence for himfelf, and the rank he 
holds in the fcale of rational beings. 

But ajbove all, he was influenced by the more 
permanent and operative principle of Religion : by 
the firm and adtive perfuafion of an all-seeing, all- 
powerful Deity : by the high confcioufnefs of future 
accountability and the aflured hope and profped of 
Immortality- Con trading his fublime example, founded 
on fuch a bafis, with the tribe of infidel heroes, w r ho 
have lately appeared on the bloody theatre of Europe, 
we cannot but apply the impreflive language of a fober 
and intelligent heathen. " Earthquakes, lightning, ftorms 
46 and torrents have an amazing power ; but as for 
" Justice nothing participates of that, without thinking 
" and reafoning upon Gojd" 

Sound fcienee will ever be found promotive of 
rational religion and the folid interefts of the Common- 
wealth : • but there is a leprosy of false knowledge, w T hich 
is akin to impiety, and faps the compacted fabric of 
focial order. It is thus in the political fyfterm The mild 
and lovely form of true Liberty^ is oppofed by a 
harlot bluftering counterfeit. 

It is the pride of this Society, it is the glory and 
felicity of the Nation, to have at their head a man, to 
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whom the knowledge and the pra&ice of the good and 
the true are perfe&ly familiar : whom no falfe theories 
can delude, no deceptive inticements feduce, no demons 
of mifchief difmay. 

Under fuch aufpices, you will walk fafely and 
fuccefsfully ; preferring the fober paths of pra&icable 
good to the brilliant allurements of fedu&ive unfubftantial 
novelties : adhering to old and approved truths, while 
indulging in new inquiries : folicitous for improvement, 
but Ml retaining a juft reverence for the approved 
maxims of ancient prudence. Let us hope that the cafual 
abufes of Science, or the exentricities of fome of its 
profefibrs, will not impede its cultivation and encourage- 
ment. Falfe philofophy is indeed the deceitful Delilah, 
which will enervate and corrupt the ftrongeft eftablifhments 
and deliver them nervelefs, and reliftlefs, to the Philistines 
<f infidelity 9 the Lords of Anarchy and Mifrule : but 
found Science with rational Religion, will be the firm fup- 
porters of the Magiftracy to the lateft time ; as Aaron 
and Hur fuftained the hand of Moses, until the going 
down of the sun. 



